Dokis Band Meeting

February 20, 2007

Present:

Chief Denise Restoule



Councillors – Leonard Dokis, Tim Restoule, Roger Restoule, Tina Restoule

Absent:

Councillor Derek Restoule

Minutes:

Jane Dokis, Receptionist

Band Members:

18



Meeting was called to order at 7:06 pm.

Adoption of Agenda:
Council reviewed the agenda.  There were no additions to be added.

MOTION:

Moved by Tina Restoule, seconded by Roger Restoule that the agenda be accepted as presented.  All in favour.  Carried.

Minutes of

January 9/07:

Minutes of January 9th/07 Band meeting were read.



There were no errors or omissions reported.

MOTION:

Moved by Tina Restoule, seconded by Roger Restoule that the minutes be accepted as read.



All in favour.  Carried.

Old Business:

Forestry


Denise stated that a notice was sent out regarding forestry issues and to pay dues.  Chartrand responded that they may be interested in forming a partnership.



Language Conference



To date, 28 people are registered.  Rooms have been confirmed and there is a wait list in case individuals drop out.



History Book



It was reported that Wayne Lebelle attended a Council meeting and presented info to Council.  In the meeting he produced another contract signed by 1 Councillor, to print 150 extra books to sell.



Discussions with Mr. Lebelle are on-going concerning this matter.



Constitution Committee



Fred Bellefeuille and Mike Restoule did a presentation to community in January 2007.  The presentation was well attended and another follow-up meeting was held in which 8 members attended.  Another meeting is scheduled for February 26th at the old school, 7 pm.

Announcements

& Reports:

Hydro Development



Some members of Council toured a hydro plant in Quebec and were impressed with the work done by Hydro Mega.  Hydro Mega completed a dam by Chapleau and formed an alliance with some bands at a cost of $10 million.  A MOU is being reviewed by a lawyer.



Gemini Power came in to do a presentation to Council and they are very interested in our hydro development and another company called Northland Power would also like to do a presentation.
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Casino Rama



It was mentioned that funding decreases are occurring across province, there is $93 million outstanding loan, 35% in reserve and it is quite possible that bands would not receive any more dollars from Rama.  Our Band only received a few monthly allocations since last May and the funding received was very low.



Remedial Management



A proposal to INAC was approved for $26,200.00.  This will assist towards revamping our accounting system, staff skills development, committee training and healing.



Land Code Review



Presently working on amendments and will meet for another two days in March to review.  
Community consultations will occur and we must go through verifier process, then submit to Ottawa.



Lagoon



In regards to our lagoon issue, a submission completed in the fall with the assistance of Flaherty Associates, was approved for $60,000.00.  A two cell lagoon with repairs to the existing cell will occur.  Funding will be accessed after April 1st.



School Septic



In addition, the septic system at the school received approval for $100,000.00.  A tendering process will be in effect and we will need at least 3 tenders.



Firetruck Issues



It was announced that there have been problems with the firetruck.  Some problems included brakes not working, emergency brakes used, key broken off in ignition and costly repairs.  It was agreed that the firetruck be used for fire purpose only.



BCR / Signature



BCR # 1344, regarding economic development opportunity, research proposal was signed by Council.  Roger spoke about our hydro development, bands have no dollars but are rich in land.  It was mentioned that if we are committed towards the hydro project, we must act on it.  Eventually, over the years the band will receive ownership.

Requests:

Mike Dokis stated that there is no water to water the rink.  Council replied that perhaps the water hose in the small shed could be used.



David Jones, Band # 807, requested a property allocation on Mesaugmesing Lake between Earl and Gord Restoule’s camp.   A map was presented.  However it was mentioned that a 30 day wait period would apply, occupant would be responsible for survey cost and area will be subject to review.



Brian Lariviere asked about hall rentals.  Over the years some programs/committees have been paying while others are not.  Council said it should be an equal process since utilities have to be paid.  Casino dollars should not be used to pay, that is why we have rental agreements in efforts to assist cost.



Precious Gammon said she was billed $900.00 in oil recently and believes she did not burn that much oil.  There is no lock on her tank and it was mentioned that some people are stealing oil.  Council asked if these incidents are being reported to the police.  Owners should note particulars and report since the band cannot cover these losses.  Council added that gas has been stolen from the Band office and the situation is being closely monitored.
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Nicholas Dokis, Band # 869, requested a rental..  Nick stated that he was asking again.  He was told that his name is on the list.



Charlie Restoule referred to a DEA meeting held Jan 17th, with parents and PAC committee.  He inquired whether the policy could be changed back to the original since the Monetville policy is currently being used.  It was said that parental involvement and review is needed.  Charlie asked about the changes and the PAC vs DEA.  Council replied that board/committee training is upcoming which should alleviate some problems.



The school surveillance cameras were also mentioned.  Why do we need this.  It was stated that due to safety/liability issues, cameras were put into place and this was explained to the teachers.  Some feel this is an invasion of privacy.  It was stated that tapes are not looked at by anyone.  The only time would be reviewed if there was an incident that could not be resolved.  Abusive behavior was questioned.  Leonard said he was against placing cameras in the school.  It was stated that many places have cameras now and that they are used to monitor abusive behavior, stealing, assaults, etc.  Cameras can be used for protection purposes also.



CPIC’s were questioned.  Teachers hired without CPIC’s.  Council replied that CPIC’s are on file and teachers had it when hired.



Mike Dokis asked about truck licensing and training.  Can our workers train others.  It was stated that training has to be by certified trainers and that Marie Dokis be consulted to see if Mike qualifies.



Emery Dokis asked about the old graveyard.  He stated that it looks good now but will it be upkept.  Council replied that yes, workers upkeep as well as summer students.



Members asked about the previous elder’s committee, funds raised and whether these funds will be returned to the band.



Tom Dokis Jr asked if some mailboxes can be placed near the senior’s complex.  It was stated that Canada Post must be consulted and that previously, relocated mailboxes for the subdivision could not be done.



Nick Dokis asked if he could cut down some basswood trees by his rental and Richard Belanger’s.  There were no objections.



Nelson Dokis asked about the education evaluation.  It was discussed that there was a conflict of interest being that Don Chartrand completed the last one.  Another one should be done.

Upcoming Meetings:
February 26/07 – Constitution Meeting 7:00 pm at Old School.



February 27th & 28th/07 – Chiefs of Ontario & Health Forum Meetings in Toronto.



March 22nd & 23rd/07 – Land Code Review.



Next Band Meeting to be held March 20, 2007 at 7:00 pm / Complex.

Adjournment:

Meeting ended at 8:43 pm.

MOTION:

Moved by Roger Restoule, seconded by Tina Restoule that the meeting be adjourned.  All in favour.  Carried.

