Dokis Band Meeting

June 21st / 2006

Present:
Chief Denise Restoule



Councillor Derek Restoule



Councillor Roger Restoule



Councillor Tina Restoule



Councillor Leonard Dokis 



Councillor Tim Restoule

Minutes:
Christine Dokis 

Band Members: 33

Chief Denise Restoule called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.

Item 1 – Adoption of Agenda

Motion: moved by Councillor Leonard Dokis, second by Councillor Tina Restoule that the Dokis First Nation chief and Council accept the agenda as presented. All in favour. Carried.

Item 2 – Minutes of March 8/ 2006

Christine read the minutes of March 8/ 2006.

Motion: Moved by Councillor Leonard Dokis, Second by Roger Restoule that the Dokis First Nation Chief and Council accept the Minutes as read. All in favor. Carried.

Item 3 – Old Business

Councillor Tim Restoule asked about the $218,000 difference in the 2002-2003 audit regarding the Kina monies. Did we get clarification from KPMG in writing? Christine said they received it verbally but not in writing. She will follow up on this item. Christine said that the fence around the propane tank at the complex is now installed. The visit that was scheduled with David Ramsey in March did not happen as it was also cancelled.
Item 4 – Announcements/Reports

OFNLP (RAMA) June 6 and 7 – 2 day meeting in Six Nations – It was their AGM to vote in members to the Board. They presented the audit for the year. There are currently ongoing negotiations happening on the agreement in principle that should be entered into sometime at the end of December. There are some snags. They will renew license until 2011. There is still an ongoing lawsuit for the 20% wintax agreement. When Harris was in Government they took 20% off of the revenues when they came into power. A date for vote is net set yet but if all in agreement, Bands will get Casino Rama $ for next 5 years. Over the same time period under the new agreement, 155 million dollars will be shared with all FN’s, after 2011, we will relinquish ownership of Casino – 1.6% revenue from all Casinos in Ontario will also be negotiated. There will be a native rep on Gaming Commission. They might have native Gaming commission as well. If Bands agree in 2011, they will withdraw the lawsuit as well.

We will get $15,900 per month for about $190,000 per year for Dokis. New Casino is built in Eagle Lake near Thunder Bay area. We will be a partner on that Casino as well. 
Mid Nov we will vote on agreement in principle. They are questioning how much revenue would come from that Casino though. There will be a total of $47 million in 

Revenue forecasted in 2006-2007. By 2011, Dokis is forecasted to get 1million, 515 thousand, 9 hundred. It will be 14 million more under new agreement.

Since 2000-2001, 3 million, 398 thousand, 685 from Casino Rama, has been received to date.

Marty Restoule asked if there was any mention of a Casino in Nipissing First Nation.

Chief Denise said no as she thinks there is still a moratorium on new Casinos presently.

Chief Denise said Brenda was selected by Health Canada to sit on a committee which is next week in Toronto regarding Mental Heath dollars.

Regional Chiefs Mtg- Week of June 12 – Sand Point First Nation

Councillor Tim Restoule informed members that he attended the Grand Council Elections – leadership circle discussion. There was a resolution to accept Paul Martin as the Election officer. Non-Secret Ballots were used for the elections. Open –no ballots as leaders stand up only for Deputy Chief. They stand behind the leader they select. 

The council directed Tim to support John Beaucage. He was re-elected. They signed the Lake Superior Conservation area protocol. There was pandemic planning happening as well. This is to plan for the event of a flu virus wiping out essential services in the communities. Smoke – Free Ontario Act was discussed. It was suggested to oppose until ratified. The province has no jurisdiction in First Nations. Anishinabek health commission was reviewed. They have to down size in the future. Health Accord resolution will be presented next week at the next Chiefs meeting. A letter on the health accord will be forwarded to First Nations as well. Councillor Tim said that he Enquired about Dokis maybe hosting a Chiefs meeting here in the future so community can also take part in one. Teresa said that there is a pandemic planning committee here in Dokis in place presently as well.

MNR meeting May 31 –

Councillor Roger and Chief Denise attended the Aboriginal Working Group meeting. An independent audit is being done on Crown Land Forestry. They wanted to include the native values maps. They talked about the ground hemlock, as there is no sale for it anymore as it is purchased in Korea presently. Nipissing Forest may combine Temagami Forest in the future. Dokis should be a partner as we have an agreement with them and we hold a license in Nipissing forest area. Councillor Roger said that Norm Dokis Jr. is working full-time at MNR and he is looking after the Aboriginal Working group. Councillor Leonard said we have a map identifying native values here in the community. It should be at meeting for viewing. Councillor Derek said they were honouring our native values areas even though they didn’t have to. Yellow birch is now being used for cancer treatment as well (silviculture). They are using birch to make maple syrup. Chaga (growth on tree) is also used. Councillor Derek asked if there was any mention of brushing on Reserve. Councillor Roger said the question was asked by a different First Nation and Peter Street didn’t answer. MTO pays to tree plant on crown land.

Lagoon Mtg – June 8th
It is not working properly again. It is over spilling and all we do is pump and haul. We need to empty the lagoon and take the sludge put to test. It will cost 1 million dollars to build a new cell. So far, INAC is paying all the cost under emergency funding monies. 

Councillor Leonard said that we only have 3.5 to 4 feet to put anything in as it is mostly sludge. OCWA has treated with chemicals, test it and it can’t be dumped. A few days later it is worse. We were told that we need to do the training again. Last year we asked what do we have to do to take the sludge out and we where told that we can’t haul it. Mr. Olivier from Verner says he can haul it for us. He was mixing it up last year when he was hauling for us and was able to get minimal sludge out. The pros say we can’t do the hauling of sludge. Mr. Olivier says that our lagoon is dead and has not been operating for a long time now. OCWA has also given us more estimates as well.

APS meeting June 12 – 

Butch Sayers came in to provide a quarterly meeting to First Nation. This meeting is to try to improve services with communities. Sergeant Ken Dokis was at the meeting as well. Presently 6 officers – no one worker is assigned to Dokis. They cover Nipissing, Dokis and Wahnapitae. APS Board has a rep from Dokis. Chief Denise asked APS if there were any capital dollars and they said no. They rent the buildings that the communities provide as they could be asked to leave and they would be stuck with the cost of erecting the building as well.

Trail June 13 – Mark Dokis 

Christine said that this was an ongoing lawsuit in Education for several years now. Mark Dokis applied for funding to a college from our Education department and was turned down. He attended the college prior to being a band member and wanted re-imbursement for his expenses. When refused he claimed that he was being discriminated against because he was adopted. He took his case to the Human Rights Board and was denied. He then filed a case in court and has been ongoing since. Our Band Lawyer received a call from Mark the day before court saying that he agreed to our settlement offer and that he would drop the case and each side would have to pay their own expenses. We attended court and Mark did not attend so we are just waiting for Mark to send us back a signed copy of the agreement and hopefully this will end the case.

Item 5 – Request

Lot for Gerald Duquette Jr.

Gerry Duquette’s letter for a 150 x 150 lot on Charlie’s Bay Rd for firewood business. Councillor Tim Restoule said the he has a problem with how lots are given out. There are 2 individuals in the community that were given property in bay behind Chick’s boat house that nobody was aware of. He said request should be posted for 30 days and brought to band meetings so all can be aware of requests. Gerry Duquette was also talking to Chief Denise and recommended a system like this be used. It should also be

Posted on the website for 30 days so members can address those issues. The land code

Committee has started a mapping system as well.

Brain Lariviere said that he has a lot past Gilberts lot now Gary Dokis clear cut all his property. Jimmy Dokis said that that was Gary’s property for a long time and he has a CP. Tina Lariviere said that they were told that the  lot needs to be used within 2 years or a lot will be taken back. The mix up should be told to Band Members before someone else clears your lot. Councillor Derek explained that the CO only applied from 2 years ago and we can’t take other people’s property from before if they hold the CP.

Motion: moved by Councillor Tim Restoule, seconded by Councillor Tina Restoule that the Dokis First Nation Chief and Council agree to adopt in the interim any new lot request must come to the Band Mtg. All in favour. Carried.

Councillor Leonard explained his situation with his property in front on Roland’s was a surveyors mistake and it took years to clean up as the paper work was never sent in to INAC and stayed at the Band Office.

Pat J Restoule has an issue with lot #10 in Chiqua Bay – All lots down the hill were taken. That Property has been allocated. He said that he had spoken to Councillor Leonard about 10 years ago as he said that the property belongs to his father. Joe was Chief at that time. He explained that he has chosen a lot down the Lower French near Gilbert and was out of luck for the lot. Gordie had requested a transfer of a lot 110 and was given lot #10 but had to change the paper work as this was not the lot that he wanted. Chief Reno told Pat’s dad to have a lawyer request the lot but there was never a reply given. It’s recorded in the minutes at a Council meeting and a Band Meeting. Councillor Leonard said Chief Joe said that if they were not interested in building on the lots then they would take it back. Councillor Derek suggested that Pat ask Claudine to see when it was given and trace the paper work. Pat wants it investigated.

Debbie said she agrees with the suggestion to post lot requests. Councillor Leonard said that if you get a lot – you must survey it yourself if you want the CP as INAC will no longer fund.
Derek Restoule, Band # 417, requested a bush lot up on Woodcock Road past Restoule River and said Claudine was supposed to have it ready for tonight. Christine didn’t have his request and will check with Claudine.

Councillor Tina said that the housing and rental request should be sent to the Band meetings as well. They can then go back to see who is in line. Even BCR’s should come here to Band Meetings. 
Councillor Tim said he agrees with Councillor Tina. He said that 4 years ago there was about 45 people on the housing list and now there is none. They couldn’t have all been taken care of. How do you justify our need without a list?

Debbie said she wants her furnace inspected so they can put oil in it. Every fall it must be done. Her furnace is new. Ivy said they inspect your furnace and your tank. Debbie asked who she needs to contact and was told to contact the Co-Op. The Band is responsible for all. Councillor Tim asked if the Tribal would have someone who is qualified to test. Marty said that there is a maintenance agreement for $150 with Co-Op.

Nelson Dokis asked if he could hand in a letter to Chief Denise. He asked to have a new evaluation on the teaching staff at the school. The last evaluation was done by Don Chartrand and he is related to Martha. Chief Denise asked if there were tenders for the evaluation. Teresa said she was on the Education Committee at the time and tenders were given. Evaluations were done two or three years ago.

Gilbert asked if the bylaw was in place to disallow requesting of more lots if they owe money on their loan. Councillor Derek said that it was a council decision. Gilbert said he has the letter that was given to him  from housing. Councillor Leonard said it was in the minutes when the Council decided to put a hold on the beach lots. It was put on hold to see what the land code will have in place.

Mabel said she has an issue with a neighbour across the road. He was hollering for at least 1.5 hours. He continues to do this every weekend. It continues after hours upon end. The officer from APS said that he was supposed to be working for Nipissing and he had to come here instead. Mike is no longer on probation. The APS continues to receive complaints on this individual numerous times and only reports are done with no action taken to stop the nuisance noise. Is there anything that Council could do to help with this? Councillor Tim suggested that Mabel fill out the complaints card for APS that was given out to community prior. There needs to be a complaint done on the officer as he was heard telling Mike to have a good night and they would see him later. 

Councillor Tim will also be attending as the Rep for APS for the board member from Dokis. The APS seem to pick and choose who they service. Can the council pressure APS to do something to stop this individual? Isn’t there a noise by-law in place in Dokis? Christine also said that she can verify Mabel’s  frustration as well as her children are awaken during the night on several occasions by Mike. Her children are afraid of Mike and when it comes to children, they shouldn’t have to put up with this behaviour. This is a residential are Mike knew that there were lots of small children living in this area when he decided to build.

Mary Therrien asked what will happen to the repairs that were started on her house. She said the RRAP program was supposed to be utilized to fix her house. Council said they are looking into housing and have not had the chance to discuss their recent meeting with CMHC yet.

Thomas Dokis Jr. said that he has a concern about the animal control. The dogs are roaming around. They have to control the dog population – there is a dog by-law and it was sent out to the community. There is nobody to enforce the by-law.

Randy Restoule asked if there are files missing from the Band Office? Chief Denise said yes. Is it from all departments or just some? Chief Denise said most departments have missing information. Sharon Goulais asked what will be done about this. Chief Denise said that we have sent letters to individuals and received a response. There may be legal charges in future.

Janie asked about the wiring at Dave Dokis’ house that is hanging low from the truck that accidentally pulled it down. Christine said that they have already called Bell and they will fix it when they can.

Ivy said there is a spike or rod sticking out at the church and would like Earl to check so it can be removed before someone is injured.

Debbie asked who is on the senior’s Committee and what will be done with the fundraising. Christine said the Veronica Chartrand is still a member. Veronica said that Annette, Martha and herself are the only ones left on the committee at this time. It will be decided on in future what they plan to do.

Sharon Goulais asked what will be done about the missing computers. Christine said that there were no missing computers and that they were all in the offices. Chief Denise said that they were all wiped off and there is no information on any of them. Chief Denise said that this is only delaying the process as we now have to look for information from other departments.

Lindsay Dokis asked who determines the 2 week takeover. Why waste the 2 week takeover? Chief Denise said that this will delay anything going forward for the community as there are commitments that they didn’t know existed. It is affecting peoples lives. We can’t give you answers as of yet. Councillor Tina said that she talked to Gail Restoule at INAC regarding the two week transition period and was told that Chief and Council can change this BCR at anytime. Christine explained that she was following the process that was coming from Mike Sawyer (INAC) that outlined the amount of days necessary between nomination and election etc. Mabel asked if it would be just better to have new Chief and Council take over the next day after elections? Christine also explained that we could also develop our own election codes to determine our wishes for the election process.

Rene Dokis asked Christine if she knew about the shredding that was going on in the housing department. Christine said that there is always shredding going on in the offices as there are shredders in each office. She said that she is not in the same building as the housing and can’t police what goes on in office at all times. Rene asked “aren’t you the administrator”? and Christine said yes. Christine said that by law they are only required to keep records for a seven year period. She asked him what files were missing. Rene didn’t know which ones. Christine asked why she was on the hot seat.

Sharon Goulais then asked questions about the vacation, sick time and severance pay that was paid out to all the others that resigned. Christine said that they did not receive any severance pay outs and that she couldn’t comment on their personal information. Sharon then said that Christine received severance when she resigned. Christine was shocked and said that she hasn’t resigned as she was still here working tonight. Christine turned to Chief Denise and asked her if she resigned. Chief Denise said that she didn’t know as she hasn’t seen any of the resignation letters from the others as of yet. Christine told Sharon that she will not discuss her personal situation with her.

Mabel Dokis asked if the PAC committee can continue functioning as normal. She explained the PAC committee to all. It is a committee of parents who have children in the Dokis School. She was told to continue as usual.

Jimmy Dokis Sr. asked about the netting. He doesn’t agree with netting. Councillor Tim Restoule said he agrees with that as well. Mabel Dokis said that the AFRC has information on the maturing of the fish and the fish situation in general and they can come to our community to give out information at anytime. Councillor Leonard Dokis said that since Gordie has been game warden, there are much more $’s coming to the Band Office than ever before. Councillor Derek said that the community has to decide to support a moratorium if that is what the community wants to do. Jimmy Dokis Sr. asked Councillor Leonard if he is still working on the hatchery and he said yes. It was said that in an-land lake, we can make our own decisions on whether or not to close a lake. Rene Dokis asked if the Council can close off Woodcock Lake. Councillor Leonard said they are not doing a good job of protecting it’s resources. It was suggested to go to zero tolerance policy – no more licenses issued. Gilbert said you have to also stop the market who is buying the fish. Gilbert doesn’t blame the Natives who sell the fish but he blames others who buy. Jimmy Dokis Sr. asked to tag the nets so the game warden knows how much we are taking out. Councillor Tim suggested that we ask Jack to get a committee together to manage the fisheries. MNR should also help if they are invited. Ed Deson at AFRC or Scott Mcleod should also be contacted for input.

Gladys Goulais said she had put in a recent request to Chief and Council for the use of the bleachers for the pow-wow. She said that she had asked Cory to find funding so they could purchase some of their own but she was unable to get funding. She asked if someone could deliver them. They will be hauled on the flat bed. She was told by Chief Denise to go ahead and use them.

Ivy asked about the dump. Is anyone going to be looking after the dump again as it is now a huge mess. Chief Denise said that they haven’t discussed it yet. Randy recommended that the backhoe go up and push the area to clean it up. Earl is presently doing this with the backhoe but it still piles up if it is not put in the hole. Carl also said that there are some fires at the dump. Christine said that we have already had to issue a few warnings to community members regarding the setting of fires.

Janie asked if there is a possibility to get paving done on the road in those patches. It would cost lots of money. Earl looked into a cost earlier in the spring and was told around $50,000 to do from bottom of hill to start of the community. The problem in those areas are the frost in the spring that lifts the pavement.

Sandra Jarvis asked if Dokis has anything to do with Frank’s Bay. Nipissing has given our members permission to use in the past. Dokis does not have anything to do with the property. Brain Lariviere said that we just need to phone the Band Office and let them know that we are going there. 

Carl asked if the Chief and Council will replace someone in Education. Councillor Tim said they should examine all departments before they hire.

Brain Lariviere asked what he should do about his lot. It was suggested that he talk to Claudine to check previous paperwork to see if his lot was given out to someone else prior with a CP issued. Jimmy Dokis Sr. said that when he requested a lot, he had to keep coming to back to band meetings to make sure nobody else didn’t have the lot he wanted.

Councillor Tim said that he had a request from Thomas Dokis Sr. to get someone to fix some burnt  lights at the elders complex, cut the grass etc. Can we get some home support for those jobs?

Tina Lariviere asked if a criminal record check will be required for the new job that will be posted. Chief Denise said that she was not sure but didn’t think it would be asked.

Councillor Tina said that this is a learning process here and that there should be an inventory done and have a policy in place to address when an employee leaves, make sure all equipment is accounted for. We should be doing this in the Band Office as well. Pat Restoule said that he agrees with Tina on the election process. There was never no bad dealings then when the new council took office immediately.

Councillor Tim brought a document on a policy for Chief and Council. Teresa said that she already shared the policy with the previous Chief and Council. There is lots of policies for Chief and Council that are not in place. Councillor Tim suggested to pass it out to community for input.

Debbie Dokis asked if Chief and Council are going to try to get the teachings on the bundles received at the inauguration. She said that all the bundles must be kept together so Councillor Derek was asked to return his portion with the rest.

Chief and Council said they would like to get the teachings.

Ivy said that she thinks we need a Chair so meetings doesn’t get out of hand. We should consider the process to eliminate the unnecessary.

Next Band Meeting
July 11/ 2006

Adjournment:

Motion: Moved by Councillor Tim Restoule, seconded by Councillor Roger Restoule that 
  the meeting be adjourned. All in favour. Carried.

The meeting closed at 9:23pm.

